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Relativistic astrophysics and cosmology have recently seen tremendous progress -thanks to advances
like discovery of accelerating universe and gravitational waves. On theoretical side, we still have
unsettled problems, such as black hole physics, nature of compact objects, quantum gravity and dark
universe. The meeting is an initiative of inter-ICARD activities. Four ICARDs from the North Eastern (NE)
Region of India have joined to propose an International Meeting with their common research interests in
the fields of astronomy, astrophysics and cosmology. The motivation is to bring together active
scientists from IUCAA and abroad and to discuss frontiers of these fields for exchanging ideas between
young researchers and faculty members of the NE region. The required funding, facilities and eminent
Scientists from IUCAA, active scientists (National and International) in the Conference will be helpful for
the researchers and young faculties of NE region to expose them with the advancement of kKnowledge
and exchange of ideas. The recent developments in theoretical and observational aspects of relativistic
astrophysics and cosmology will be discussed. It will give an opportunity to develop collaboration in
the interface of the modern investigations pushing up the horizon of research which might open up

new avenues for research in general relativity and beyond.

CLASSICAL AND QUANTUM GRAVITY, COMPACT OBJECTS, EARLY AND LATE UNIVERSE: MODIFIED
GRAVITY, DM AND DE, BLACK HOLES, GRAVITATIONAL WAVES, OBSERVATIONAL COSMOLOGY

Al APPLICATIONS IN ASTRONOMY
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institution set up by the University Grants Commissi
nucleation and growth of active groups in astron
universities. [IUCAA aims to be a centre of excellenc
teaching, research, and development in astronomy a
fall under two broad programmes: core academic g
programmes. Core academic programmes include ba
advanced research workshops and schools, the gia
guest observer programmes. Visitor academic pros
associates programme, refresher courses for teache
growth of astronomy and astrophysics at Indian univers

ABOUT IUCAA CENTRE FOR ASTRO
DEVELOPMENT (ICARD) AT F(

. IUCAA Centre for Astronomy Research and Deve
University (NBU) is part of a collaborative initiative
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, to p
astronomy, astrophysics, and cosmology in univers
and cosmology a total of 15 Ph. D. came out in the
using the facilities of ICARD. A number of M. Sc. S
did internship. At present there are eight in house
degree and using the facilities of ICARD. Eminent
visit the Centre from IUCAA and other institutes i
vibrating visiting program and organize seminar/sy:
time to time.

. ICARD, CBPBU, West Bengal, is also part of the initi
this ICARD organize workshops, training program
research potential of faculty, researchers, and stude

« ICARD, Gauhati University (GU) is part of the natio
holds frequent workshops/schools/meetings at vario

. ICARD, Malda College was formally established c
objective of promoting research and development
cosmology.
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HOW TO REACH NORTH BE
SILIGURI, DARJ

BY TRAIN: Siliguri is well connected with the ot
can reach New Jalpaiguri Junction(NJP), served b
Bharat Express, Shatabdi Express, Kanchenjung
and Darjeeling Mail, to name a few.

BY ROAD: Siliguri is 550 Kms away from Kolkata.
Siliguri. NBSTC, SBSTC, CSTC buses, and many
Kolkata and Siliguri. The buses, leaving from the
terminuses take about eight hours to complete t
adjacent to asian highway.

BY Flight: Bagdogra Airport (IXB) IS an airport Serv
India. It is located in Bagdogra, Darjeeling, 4 Kims (1o

ACCOMMODA

Limited accommodation available at Universit
8th June (evening) to 11th June (morning), 20
For Other participants, we may book Hote
booking request at (Email: bcpaul@nbu.ac.in).
will be informed by return email.

e Partial travel assistance in Sleeper class trai
be provided between your nearest statio
depending on the fund availability.

e |n June, Siliguri experiences warm, humid we

25°C to 35°C. Occasional rainfall and thuna
season, making it cooler and more humid.

IMPORTANT CO

Emails: bcpaul@nbu.ac.in; rsharma@associates.iucaa.in; dasshya

Contact(s): 94345399881, 9832096288, 98

N
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PLACES OF INTEREST

. Darjeeling is a town in India's West
Bengal state, in the Himalayan foothills.
Itis located at a distance of 62 kms
from NBU.

e Sevoke (also Sevok or Sivok) is a small town near Siliguri in the Darjeeling district of
West Bengal state of India near the border with Sikkim state. Situated in Dooars,
Sevoke lies on the bank of River Teesta and has two bridges - namely Coronation

Bridge and Sevoke Railway Bridge over it. Sevoke is 27 kilometres from NBU.

e  Mirik is a small town and a Notified Area of Darjeeling district in
the state of West Bengal, India. It is the headquarters of the Mirik
subdivision. The name Mirik comes from the Lepcha words Mir-Yok
meaning “place burnt by fire”. Mirikis 48 kilometres from NBU.

e Kurseong Located at an altitude of
1,482.55 metres (4,864.0 ft) and 35
kilometres from NBU.

e Bengal Safari Park, situated within the verdant forested area of
Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary is the first animal safari park of
North Bengal region. It is located on the Sevoke road at a
distance of 16kms from NBU.

e Bagrakote's stunning new flyover in the heart of Dooars is turning
heads with its innovative design and engineering brilliance. Located
on NH-717A, this architectural marvel connects Dooars and Sikkim
via Nimbong, Kafer and Pedong. Located at 40kms from NBU.
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